Explain Like I'm 10 %,

Area and Perimeter: What's the Real
Difference

KS3 Ages 11-14 & 3 minread

Two Different Ways to Measure Shapes

When you're working with shapes like rectangles, squares, and triangles, there are
two really important measurements that people often mix up: area and perimeter.
They sound similar, but they measure completely different things. Understanding the

difference is super useful in maths and in real life too.

What is Perimeter?

Perimeter is the total distance around the edge of a shape. Imagine you're walking
all the way around the outside of your school playground. The distance you walk is the
perimeter. If you have a rectangle that's 5 metres long and 3 metres wide, you'd add

up all four sides: 5 + 3 + 5 + 3 = 16 metres. That's your perimeter.

Think of it like... the fence you'd need to build to go completely around your garden.
The fence runs around the edge, so it measures the perimeter.

What is Area?

Area is how much space is inside a shape. It's about what you could cover if you filled
the whole shape in. Using that same rectangle (5 metres by 3 metres), the area would
be 5 x 3 = 15 square metres. You're measuring how much of the ground you could

actually paint or tile.

Think of it like... how many tiles you'd need to cover your whole bathroom floor. You're

measuring the inside space, not the edge.

Why Does This Matter?

These measurements matter for different reasons. If you're building a fence around
your garden, you need to know the perimeter so you buy enough materials. But if
you're laying down new grass seed or carpet, you need to know the area so you buy

the right amount to cover everything.



Here's the clever bit: two shapes can have the same perimeter but different areas, or
the same area but different perimeters. A long thin rectangle and a square might have

the same perimeter, but very different areas inside.

Quick Check

Perimeter = distance around the outside (measured in metres or centimetres). Area
= space inside the shape (measured in square metres or square centimetres).

Remember: perimeter is the outline, area is the inside!
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