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Different Properties of Materials and How
We Use Them

KS2 SCIENCE MATERIALS AND THEIR PROPERTIES Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

What Are Material Properties?

Every material around us has special characteristics called properties. These
properties tell us what a material is like and what we can do with it. Some materials
are hard, some are soft. Some bend easily, others snap. Some repel water, others soak
it up. Understanding these properties helps us choose the right material for the right

job.

The main properties we look at are: hardness (how resistant to scratching or
denting), flexibility (how much it bends without breaking), transparency (how much
light passes through), conductivity (how well it carries heat or electricity), and

water resistance (how well it repels water).

Think of it like choosing clothes for different weather. A raincoat is waterproof, a
jumper is warm, and shorts are cool and lightweight. Each material is perfect for its

job because of its properties.

Hard Materials and Strong Materials

Some materials are incredibly hard and difficult to scratch or damage. Diamonds are
the hardest natural material on Earth. They're used in industrial cutting tools and
drills because they can cut through almost anything. Metals like steel are also very
hard and strong, making them perfect for building bridges, skyscrapers, and cars.
Ceramics and concrete are hard too, which is why they're used in buildings and

roads.

Flexible and Bendy Materials

Rubber, plastic, and fabric are flexible materials that bend without snapping.
Rubber bounces back to its original shape, making it ideal for tyres and erasers.
Fabric stretches and moves, perfect for clothing. Plastic bends without breaking, so

it's used for bottles, bags, and toys.



Think of it like the difference between a wooden ruler (hard and breaks) and a rubber

band (bendy and stretches). Each has a job it's good at.

Other Important Properties

Transparency matters when we need to see through something. Glass is transparent
and lets light through clearly, so we use it for windows and glasses. Copper and
aluminium are excellent conductors, meaning they carry electricity and heat very
well, so they're used in wiring and cooking pans. Wood is a poor conductor, making it
safe to handle hot items with wooden spoons.

Water resistance is crucial for things exposed to rain or used in bathrooms. We treat
wood with varnish and use plastic or tile in wet areas because they resist water
damage.

Choosing the Right Material

Engineers and designers choose materials based on what properties they need. A
bridge needs strong, hard materials. A winter coat needs flexible, warm materials.
Understanding material properties lets us use science to solve everyday problems and

create things that work perfectly for their purpose.
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