
Explain Like I'm 10 🎨

Different Ways to Shade a Drawing

KS2 ART & DESIGN Ages 9-12 ⏰ 3 min read

What is Shading?

Shading is the technique artists use to create shadows, depth, and texture in

drawings. It makes flat pictures look three-dimensional and more realistic. Without

shading, drawings would look like simple outlines. With it, they come alive!

There are many different shading methods, and each one creates a different effect.

Let's explore the most popular ones.

Hatching and Cross-Hatching

Hatching is when you draw lots of parallel lines (lines going the same direction)

close together. The closer the lines, the darker the area looks. Cross-hatching is

when you layer lines in different directions, creating a crisscross pattern. This

technique is great for creating dark shadows and texture.

Think of it like drawing a grid of fence posts. Close posts look dark from far away,

while spaced-out posts let more light through.

Blending and Smudging

Blending means smoothly mixing one tone into another using tools like blending

stumps, cotton buds, or your finger. This creates soft, gradual transitions from light to

dark. Smudging is similar—you rub the pencil marks with your finger or a cloth to

create smooth shadows without visible lines.

Think of it like spreading butter on toast—you're smoothing everything out instead of

leaving it in separate layers.

Stippling

Stippling uses tiny dots instead of lines. Artists place thousands of small dots close

together to create shadows. Areas with more dots look darker. This method takes

patience but creates beautiful, detailed effects.



Think of it like a newspaper photo made of tiny ink dots that look like a real picture

when you step back.

Scumbling

Scumbling means using short, light, circular movements with your pencil or brush.

You don't press hard—just gently layer tone on top of tone. This creates rough,

textured shadows that work well for things like tree bark or rough surfaces.

Choosing Your Technique

Different techniques work best for different drawings. Hatching is quick and works

well for pen drawings. Blending creates smooth, realistic effects perfect for portraits.

Stippling is ideal for detailed, artistic work. Scumbling is great for texture.

Professional artists often mix several techniques in one drawing!
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