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What is Perspective in Art?

Perspective is a technique that makes a flat drawing look three-dimensional. When

you draw a landscape, you want it to feel like you could walk into it. Without

perspective, everything looks flat and unrealistic, like a child's first drawing. With

perspective, objects far away appear smaller, and objects nearby appear larger—just

like real life.

Think of it like taking a photograph with your camera. Objects in the distance look

tiny, but things close to you look big. Artists use the same trick on paper.

Linear Perspective: The Horizon Line

The most common way to create perspective is using linear perspective. First, draw

a horizon line—this is a straight line across your paper where the sky meets the

land. This line is your reference point for everything else.

Next, choose a vanishing point. This is a spot on the horizon line where all the

straight lines in your drawing appear to meet. If you're drawing a road or railway

tracks, they seem to get closer together and disappear at this vanishing point. This is

exactly what happens when you look down a straight road into the distance.

Think of standing on train tracks looking ahead. The tracks seem to come together at

a point far away, even though they're always the same distance apart. That's your

vanishing point.

Drawing Step by Step

Step 1: Lightly draw your horizon line across the middle or top of your paper. Step 2:

Mark a vanishing point on this line. Step 3: Draw light lines from the vanishing point

outwards—these guide where your landscape features go. Step 4: Draw your

landscape along these guide lines. Roads, rivers, and fence posts should follow these



lines toward the vanishing point. Step 5: Add details and shading. Objects farther

away should be higher on your paper, smaller, and have less detail.

Atmospheric Perspective

Atmospheric perspective is another technique. Objects far away appear lighter,

bluer, and hazier because of air and moisture between them and your eye. Mountains

in the distance look pale blue; trees nearby look rich green. This creates depth

through colour rather than lines.

By combining these techniques, your landscapes will feel real and three-dimensional!
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