Explain Like I'm 10 L]

How Computers Connect to Each Other

KS2 COMPUTING Ages 10-14 & 3 min read

What Does It Mean for Computers to Connect?

When computers connect to each other, they share information. This might be a file
you send to a friend, a video you watch online, or a message in a game. But how does
your computer actually talk to another one, when they might be on opposite sides of
the world?

Think of it like posting a letter. Your computer packages up information (like the
letter), addresses it to another computer (like writing an address), and sends it along

a route (like the postal system) to arrive safely at its destination.

Connecting with Cables

The simplest way computers connect is through cables. Ethernet cables are thick
wires that plug into computers and routers. They carry electrical signals that
represent data—just 1s and Os—at very high speeds. When you plug an Ethernet
cable into your computer, it creates a wired connection to the internet or a local

network.

These cables are reliable and super fast because the data travels through physical

wires without getting interrupted by anything in the air.

Wireless Connections: Wi-Fi and Beyond

Wi-Fi lets computers connect without cables. It uses radio waves—invisible signals
that travel through the air—to send information between your device and a wireless

router. The router is like a radio station that broadcasts your data.

Think of Wi-Fi like shouting across a playground. Your computer shouts a message,

the router catches it, and sends it on to wherever it needs to go.

Networks and the Internet

When many computers connect together, they form a network. Your school might

have a network connecting all the computers in your classroom. Millions of networks



connect to each other through cables under the ocean and satellite signals to

create the internet—the world's biggest network.

Special computers called servers store information and make sure messages reach
the right destination. Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are companies that connect

your home to this giant network.

Why Connection Matters

Without connections, computers would be lonely machines. Connecting lets you
download games, watch videos, chat with friends, and share homework files instantly

across the planet!
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