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What Makes a Great Play?

When you sit down to watch a play, you're hoping the playwright will grab your
attention and keep you glued to your seat for the entire performance. But how do they
actually do that? Playwrights are writers who create scripts for actors to perform on
stage, and they use special techniques to make sure audiences stay engaged from the

opening scene to the final curtain call.

Building Suspense and Tension

One of the most powerful techniques is creating suspense—that feeling of not
knowing what will happen next. A playwright might introduce a mysterious character,
hint at a dangerous secret, or set up a problem that needs solving. This makes the

audience lean forward in their seats, desperate to find out what happens.

Think of it like a video game where you've just spotted a mysterious door. You don't

know what's behind it, so you have to keep playing to find out!

Developing Complex Characters

Audiences care more about what happens when they understand and feel connected
to the characters. Playwrights create character development by showing how
people change, make difficult choices, and face challenges. When you understand why
a character acts a certain way, you become invested in their story. A character might
start as selfish but learn to care about others—this journey makes audiences

emotionally involved.

Using Powerful Dialogue

Dialogue—the conversations between characters—is crucial. Good dialogue sounds
natural, reveals character personalities, and moves the story forward. Sometimes
what characters don't say is just as important as what they do say. A well-written

argument between two characters can make an audience hold its breath.



Think of it like overhearing a heated conversation between friends. You become

curious about what caused the argument and desperate to know how it will end.

Theatrical Techniques and Stagecraft

Beyond words on a page, playwrights use staging, lighting, sound effects, and
props to engage audiences. A sudden blackout can create fear. Music can set the
mood. The way actors move across the stage tells a story too. These elements work
together to create an immersive experience that keeps audiences emotionally

invested.

Pacing and Structure

Finally, how a playwright structures their play matters enormously. Pacing—the
speed at which events unfold—keeps audiences interested. A good play has moments
of calm and moments of high intensity, like waves. This rhythm prevents audiences
from getting bored.
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