Explain Like I'm 10 n

How Popular Music Has Changed Through
the Ages

KS3 MUSIC Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

What Counts as Popular Music?

Popular music is the music that lots of ordinary people listen to and enjoy at any
given time. It's different from classical music (which was written hundreds of years
ago) and folk music (which comes from ordinary people in communities). Popular
music changes constantly because it reflects what's happening in the world and what

technology makes possible.

The Early Days: 1920s to 1940s

In the 1920s, jazz exploded onto the music scene in America. Jazz was exciting and
different—people danced to it in clubs called speakeasies. Before this, most popular
music came from Broadway shows and sentimental love songs. The invention of the
radio and gramophone (early record players) meant people could hear music in
their homes for the first time.

Think of it like discovering a new flavour of ice cream—suddenly everyone wanted to

try it, and it became the favourite!

Rock and Roll Revolution: 1950s

The 1950s brought rock and roll, led by legends like Elvis Presley and Chuck
Berry. This music had an energetic beat that made young people want to dance and
move. Parents thought it was shocking! Rock and roll was popular because electric

guitars and amplifiers made louder, more exciting sounds than ever before.

The Changing Decades: 1960s to 1980s

The 1960s brought The Beatles and The Rolling Stones, who mixed rock with
other styles. The 1970s introduced disco and funk. Then came punk rock, which
was rebellious and loud. The 1980s saw the rise of synthesizers—electronic
instruments that created completely new sounds. Music videos on MTV (Music

Television) became hugely important.



Think of it like fashion changing each year—what's cool one decade seems old-
fashioned the next!

Modern Music: 1990s to Today

The 1990s brought hip-hop and grunge rock. The biggest change came with the
internet and streaming services like Spotify and YouTube. Now you can listen to
any song instantly, anywhere. Today's popular music is incredibly diverse—from pop
and rap to K-pop and grime. Artists can become famous on social media without

record companies.

Why Music Keeps Changing

Popular music changes because of new technology, social movements, and what
young people care about. Each generation makes its own music to express how it
feels. Technology like electric instruments, recording equipment, and now digital
production shapes what sounds are possible. Popular music is alive—it's constantly

evolving!
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