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What Are Reflexive Verbs?

In French, a reflexive verb is a special type of action word where the person doing

the action is also the person affected by it. The word 'reflexive' comes from 'reflect' —

like looking in a mirror and seeing yourself. When you use a reflexive verb, you're

essentially doing something to yourself.

In English, we might say 'I wake up' or 'I get dressed.' In French, these are truly

reflexive — they literally mean 'I wake myself up' and 'I dress myself.' Common

reflexive verbs in French include se réveiller (to wake up), se lever (to get up),

s'habiller (to get dressed), and se coucher (to go to bed).

Think of it like this: when you throw a ball at a wall and it bounces back to you, the

action comes back to you. In reflexive verbs, the action 'bounces back' to the person

doing it. You're not just washing; you're washing yourself.

How Do They Work?

Reflexive verbs have a special marker called a reflexive pronoun that sits in front of

the verb. These pronouns are me (myself), te (yourself), se (himself/herself/itself),

nous (ourselves), vous (yourselves), and se (themselves). Each pronoun matches the

person doing the action.

For example: 'Je me réveille' means 'I wake myself up.' The me shows that 'I' am the

one being woken up. If you say 'Il se lève,' it means 'He gets himself up.' The se shows

the action is happening to him.

Think of it like a label. The reflexive pronoun is a label that says 'this action is

happening to this person.' Without it, the sentence wouldn't work the same way in

French.

Why Does This Matter?



Understanding reflexive verbs helps you speak more naturally in French. Many

everyday actions are reflexive in French but not in English, so learning them helps

you describe your daily routine correctly. When you say 'Je m'appelle Sophie' (literally

'I call myself Sophie'), you're using a reflexive verb to say your name.

The trickiest part is remembering which verbs are reflexive and getting the pronouns

in the right place. But once you practice, it becomes automatic — just like how you

naturally put on clothes without thinking about it!
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