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How the Industrial Revolution Changed
Work and Life
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What Was the Industrial Revolution?

The Industrial Revolution happened between roughly 1760 and 1840, starting in
Britain. It was one of the biggest changes in human history. Instead of making things
by hand at home or in small workshops, people began using machines to make goods

much faster and cheaper.

Before this time, most people worked as farmers or craftspeople. They made cloth,
tools, and other items slowly, one at a time. Then new inventions like the steam

engine, the spinning jenny, and the power loom changed everything.

Think of it like going from making sandwiches by hand in your kitchen to using a

factory machine that makes hundreds of sandwiches an hour!

From Farms to Factories

Suddenly, factories needed thousands of workers. People left their farms and villages
to move to cities looking for jobs. Manchester, Birmingham, and London grew

massive almost overnight.

But life in the cities was harsh. Families lived in crowded, dirty houses with no
running water or toilets. Entire families—including children as young as five—
worked in factories for 12 to 16 hours a day. The work was dangerous, loud, and

exhausting.

Think of it like moving from a quiet village where everyone knows each other to a

bustling, polluted city where everything is loud, crowded, and nobody knows you.

A Better Standard of Living

However, the Industrial Revolution eventually made life better for many people.
Goods became cheaper, so ordinary families could afford clothes, tools, and other
items they couldn't before. New inventions created jobs and opportunities. A middle

class of shop owners, managers, and professionals grew stronger.



Over time, people fought for better working conditions. Laws were passed to protect
workers and children. Schools were built, and more children could learn to read and

write.

The Long-Term Impact

The Industrial Revolution didn't just change Britain—it spread worldwide. It created
the modern world we live in today: cities, factories, trains, and the idea that machines
could do work humans did before. It showed that technology and invention could

transform entire societies, for better and sometimes for worse.
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