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How to Give a Presentation That Keeps
People Interested
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Start With a Bang

The first 30 seconds of your presentation are crucial. Instead of launching into your
topic, hook your audience with a question, a surprising fact, or even a short story.

This grabs attention and makes people want to listen more.

Think of it like opening a video game—you need an exciting intro to make players

want to keep playing.

Know Your Stuff Inside Out

Confidence comes from preparation. The more you practise and understand your
topic, the more natural and interesting you'll sound. People can tell when you really

know what you're talking about, and they trust speakers who are genuinely expert.

Use Visuals That Help, Not Distract

Slides, images, and videos are powerful tools, but they should support your words,
not replace them. Avoid walls of text. Instead, use bold images and simple key points
that back up what you're saying. Let your visuals breathe—don't cram everything onto

one slide.

Think of it like seasoning food—a little makes it better, but too much ruins it.

Connect With Your Audience

Make eye contact and speak directly to your listeners, not to your slides. Vary your
tone of voice—sometimes quiet, sometimes energetic. This keeps people from zoning
out. You can also ask rhetorical questions or invite the audience to think about

something for a moment.

Tell Stories, Not Just Facts



People remember stories better than lists of information. If you can, share an
example, an anecdote, or a real-life scenario that brings your topic to life. Stories

create emotion, and emotion creates memory.

Move Around and Use Gestures

Standing still behind a desk is boring. Move purposefully around the space, use hand
gestures naturally, and show your enthusiasm. Your body language tells the

audience whether you care about your topic—and if you do, they will too.

Think of it like a footballer celebrating a goal—their energy makes you excited, not a

motionless statue.

End With a Strong Finish

Don't just stop talking and sit down. Recap your main message, end with a powerful
statement or call to action, and always invite questions. A great ending is what

people remember most.
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