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How Does Your Voice Work?

Your voice is like a musical instrument that lives inside your body. When you sing, air

from your lungs passes through two tiny folds called vocal cords in your throat.

These cords vibrate super fast – between 100 and 1,000 times per second – which

creates sound waves. The faster they vibrate, the higher the note; the slower, the

lower the note.

Your mouth, lips, tongue, and teeth then shape these sound waves into words and

melodies. It's an amazing system that takes practice to control properly!

Think of it like a guitar: the strings vibrate to make sound, and your fingers change

which strings vibrate to create different notes. Your vocal cords work the same way.

What Does It Mean to Sing in Tune?

Singing in tune means hitting the exact pitch or note you're supposed to sing. Every

note in music has a specific vibration speed. When you match that speed perfectly

with your vocal cords, you're in tune. When you're off, people hear the difference – it

sounds slightly wrong or wobbly.

Some people seem to have a natural gift for this, but here's the good news: anyone

can learn to sing in tune with practice and training.

Top Tips to Improve Your Singing

1. Listen carefully to the notes before you sing them. Use a piano, keyboard, or

singing app to hear the exact pitch you need to hit. Your ears are learning what the

note sounds like.

2. Warm up your voice before singing, just like athletes warm up before sports. Try

gentle humming or singing scales (do-re-mi-fa-sol-la-ti-do). This prepares your vocal

cords.



3. Breathe from your belly, not your chest. Put your hand on your stomach – it

should move in and out as you breathe and sing. This gives your voice more power

and control.

4. Record yourself singing and listen back. You'll hear mistakes you didn't notice

while singing. It feels strange at first, but it's incredibly helpful.

5. Sing with others in a choir or group. Hearing other voices helps train your ear to

stay on pitch.

Think of it like learning to ride a bike: at first you wobble, but with practice your body

learns exactly what to do. Your voice works the same way.

Practice Makes Perfect

The secret to improvement is regular, gentle practice. Just 15 to 20 minutes a

day is better than one long session per week. Be patient with yourself – your voice is

changing and growing, especially if you're still young. Every singer, even the

superstars, started exactly where you are now and had to practice hard to get better.

eli10.co.uk Free for educational use


