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What Does 'Effective’' Mean?

When we say a text is effective, we mean it does what it's supposed to do really well.
A text could be a novel, a poem, a speech, an advertisement, or even a social media
post. The key question is: does it achieve its purpose? Does it make you feel

something? Does it convince you? Does it entertain you or teach you something new?

Think about why the author wrote it in the first place. Were they trying to make you
laugh, cry, think, or buy something? An effective text hits that target.

Think of it like a basketball player shooting a hoop. A shot is only effective if it goes

in. A text is only effective if it reaches its goal.

How to Check if Writing Works

To evaluate a text, ask yourself these important questions:

Does it grip you? Good writing pulls you in from the start. It uses powerful
language choices like interesting metaphors, similes, and vivid imagery that
paint pictures in your mind. If you can't put it down or you keep thinking about it,

that's a sign it's effective.

Does it reach the right people? The tone and style should match the audience. A
text for young children uses different language than one for adults. An effective text

speaks to the people it's meant for.

Does it make sense? Structure matters. Ideas should flow logically. Sentences
should connect smoothly. Paragraphs should build on each other. If you get lost or

confused, the writing isn't as effective.

Think of it like building a Lego tower. Each brick (sentence) needs to be placed

carefully so the whole structure (text) stands strong and looks good.

Looking Closer at Technique



Writers use special techniques to make their work effective. These include
repetition (saying something over and over for emphasis), dialogue (conversations
between characters), short punchy sentences for impact, and descriptive
language for detail.

An effective text often uses the right technique for the right moment. A scary
story might use short sentences when something frightening happens. A sad poem
might repeat a line to show deep emotion.

Remember: effective writing isn't always the fanciest or longest writing.

Sometimes the simplest words packed with feeling work best.
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