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What is a Map?

A map is a flat picture that shows you where places are. Unlike a photograph, maps
are drawn to show only the information you need — like roads, buildings, rivers, or
mountains. They help you understand the layout of anywhere from your town to the

entire world.

Think of it like a bird's-eye view of a piece of toast — you're looking down from above

instead of standing at ground level.

Understanding the Compass and Directions

Every map has a compass rose showing which way is North, South, East, and
West. North is always at the top of most maps (though not always!). If you know
which direction you're facing, you can figure out which way to go. The grid lines on
maps also help you find exact locations using coordinates.

Using the Map Scale

Maps aren't the same size as the real world, so they use a scale to show what
distances mean. A scale might say 1 centimetre = 1 kilometre. This means if two
towns are 5 centimetres apart on the map, they're really 5 kilometres apart in real

life. Without a scale, you wouldn't know if places were close or far away.

Think of it like a model railway set — the tiny train isn't as big as a real train, but the

scale tells you the relationship between them.

Reading Map Symbols and Colours

Maps use symbols and colours as shortcuts. Blue usually means water, green means
forests or parks, and brown shows mountains. A church might be marked with a
cross, a railway with lines, and a city with a larger dot than a village. Every map has a

key or legend explaining what each symbol means — always check this first!



Finding Specific Locations

Most detailed maps have grid references — numbers and letters around the edges
that create an invisible grid. If you want to find a specific building, you can write
down its grid reference, like B4 or F7. This makes it much easier than trying to

describe where something is.

Think of it like finding a space on a chess board — you use a letter and a number to

pinpoint exactly where something is.

Practice Makes Perfect

The best way to understand maps is to use them. Start with maps you know well —
your school, your town, or your neighbourhood. Compare the map to real life. Walk
around and check if the map matches what you see. Soon, reading maps will feel as

natural as reading words on a page.
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