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How to Say No in Other Languages

KS3 MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

Why Does Every Language Have a 'No'?

One of the first words you learn in any language is 'mo'. Whether you're learning
French, Spanish, German, or Mandarin Chinese, knowing how to say 'no' is super
important. It's how you disagree, refuse offers, and set boundaries. But here's the

interesting bit: not every language says 'no' in exactly the same way.

In English, we use the simple word 'mo' or 'I don't'. But other languages have their

own special rules about how to disagree politely and correctly.

Different Ways to Say No

In French, you say 'mon' (pronounced 'nohn'). In Spanish, it's 'no' (pronounced
'noh'). In German, it's 'nein' (pronounced 'nine'). These are the basic refusals, and

they sound quite similar to English because these languages share common roots.

But things get trickier when you want to say 'I don't' in a sentence. In French, you
say 'Je ne veux pas' (literally 'I do not want'). In Spanish, you'd say 'No quiero'
(also 'l don't want'). Notice how the word order changes? That's because each

language has its own grammar rules.

Think of it like different recipes. They all make cake, but French uses different
ingredients and steps than Spanish. Both make something delicious, but you have to

follow each recipe's instructions.

Being Polite Matters

Here's something really important: saying 'no' rudely in another language can sound
much worse than in English. Many languages have polite ways to disagree. In
Japanese, people rarely say a direct 'no' because it's considered very rude. Instead,
they might say something that means 'that might be difficult’ or 'let me think
about it'. This is called indirect communication.

In Italian, you can soften a 'no' by adding 'mi dispiace' (I'm sorry). This makes your

refusal sound gentler and more considerate.



Think of it like closing a door. In some languages, you slam it shut. In others, you
close it gently so nobody feels hurt.

Why Learn This?

Understanding how to say 'no' correctly shows respect for other cultures and
languages. It helps you communicate better when travelling, making friends, or
studying abroad. Plus, you'll discover that languages aren't just lists of words—they
reflect how different cultures think and communicate.
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