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How to Work with Clay: Essential
Techniques for Artists

KS3 Ages 11-14 & 3 minread

What is Clay?

Clay is a natural material found in soil made from tiny particles of rock and minerals.
When it gets wet, clay becomes soft and squishy, which makes it perfect for shaping.
Once you're happy with your creation, you can dry it out or fire it in a special oven

called a kiln to make it hard and permanent.

Pinching and Coiling

Pinching is one of the oldest clay techniques. You simply squeeze small pieces of clay
between your thumb and fingers to shape them into bowls, pots, or small sculptures.

It's brilliant for beginners because it requires very little equipment.

Coiling is another traditional method where you roll clay into long, snake-like strips
and stack them on top of each other to build up walls. This technique was used by
ancient cultures thousands of years ago to make large storage pots.

Think of it like: building a tower with rolled-up socks or creating a spiral snake from

playdough.

Hand-Building and Slab Work

Slab building involves flattening clay into thin, flat pieces (like biscuits) and joining
them together with a special clay glue called slip. This technique is perfect for

making boxy shapes like boxes, tiles, or houses.

Hand-building refers to creating shapes directly with your hands, without using
machines. Artists combine different hand techniques to make everything from

abstract sculptures to realistic figures.

Think of it like: building a Lego house or making sandwiches by stacking different

layers together.

Using the Pottery Wheel



The pottery wheel is a spinning disc that rotates, letting artists create perfectly
symmetrical round objects like bowls, vases, and pots. This technique is called
throwing. It takes practice because you need steady hands and good balance to
shape the spinning clay.

Finishing Your Artwork

After you've shaped your clay, you can add details by carving, stamping, or scoring
patterns into the surface. Finally, you glaze the object - that means coating it with
coloured glass-like liquid - before firing it in the kiln to create a waterproof, finished
piece.
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