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How We Can Protect Endangered Species
and Habitats

KS4 BIOLOGY Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

Why Are Animals and Plants Disappearing?

Thousands of species (types of animals and plants) are in danger of extinction —
disappearing forever. This happens because humans destroy habitats (the places
where creatures live) by cutting down forests, building cities, and polluting rivers.
Climate change, hunting, and invasive species also harm wildlife. Once a species goes

extinct, it's gone forever — we can never bring it back.

What Can We Do0?

The good news is that we can save endangered species! One important way is to
create protected areas where animals can live safely without being hunted or
disturbed. National parks and nature reserves are examples where laws protect
both wildlife and the land they need.

Think of it like building a safe playground just for animals, where humans aren't

allowed to harm them.

We can also pass laws that stop people from hunting endangered animals or
destroying their homes. Some countries have made poaching (illegal hunting) a
serious crime with heavy punishments. Other laws limit how much pollution factories

can release into the environment.

Technology and Science Help Too

Breeding programmes help save species by carefully breeding endangered animals
in zoos and sanctuaries, then releasing them back into the wild when populations
grow strong enough. Scientists use DNA technology to understand which animals are

genetically healthy and should breed together.

Education is equally powerful. When people learn why endangered species matter —
for balancing nature's food chains and keeping ecosystems healthy — they're more



likely to protect them. Schools, documentaries, and wildlife organizations teach
millions about conservation.

What About Habitats?

Protecting land is just as important as protecting animals. Planting forests, cleaning
up rivers, and stopping pollution all help habitats recover. Some countries have
restored damaged wetlands and forests, bringing species back from the brink of

extinction.

Think of it like fixing up an old house so it's a comfortable home again — the animals
can't survive if their home is broken.

Working together — governments, scientists, businesses, and ordinary people —
makes real change possible. Every small action, from supporting wildlife charities to

reducing plastic use, helps save our planet's amazing creatures.
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