Explain Like I'm 10 @

Paint Pictures with Words: Vivid
Description Techniques

KS3 ENGLISH WRITING SKILLS Ages 11-14 & 4 min read

Why Description Matters

When you write, you want your reader to see, hear, smell, taste, and feel what you're
describing. Vivid description is like painting a picture with words. Instead of just
saying "the dog ran fast," you could write "the golden retriever bounded through the
grass, its ears flapping like silk ribbons in the wind." Suddenly, your reader can

actually imagine that dog!

The difference between boring and brilliant writing is often just the level of detail.

Detail is what makes stories come alive in someone's mind.

Use Your Five Senses

The secret to vivid writing is describing what you see, hear, smell, taste, and touch.

Don't just tell us something exists—tell us what it's like.

Sight: Instead of "pretty flowers," try "crimson roses with velvet petals.” Instead of

"blue sky," try "a sky the colour of fresh blueberries stretching to the horizon."

Sound: Describe noises. A door doesn't just close—it "slams," "creaks," "clicks," or

"whispers shut."

Smell: One whiff tells a story. Hot chocolate smells warm and comforting. Rain smells

fresh and earthy.

Touch: What does something feel like? Smooth? Rough? Cold? Sticky? A blanket isn't

just warm—it's "soft and cosy."

Taste: Food writing uses this brilliantly. Chocolate isn't just "sweet"—it's "rich,

melting, and bittersweet."

Think of it like a photograph versus a video. A photo gives you one moment. A video
with sound, movement, and detail gives you the whole experience. Vivid writing is like

video for your reader's imagination.



Use Comparisons

Similes and metaphors help readers picture things by comparing them to something
familiar. A simile uses "like" or "as": "Her laugh was like tinkling bells." A metaphor

removes the comparison word: "The night was a blanket of darkness."

Think of it like explaining something new by connecting it to something your friend
already knows. If you've never seen snow, I could say "it's like frozen rain," and

suddenly you understand.

Choose Precise Words

Precise words are specific and exact. Instead of "nice," use "charming," "delightful,”
"peaceful," or "cosy"—depending on what you mean. Instead of "bad," try "dreadful,"

"annoying," "gloomy," or "harsh."

A thesaurus is your friend! It shows you different words with similar meanings, so you

can pick the exact shade of meaning you want.

Show, Don't Tell

Instead of saying "she was angry," show us: "Her jaw clenched. Her hands curled into
fists. She glared without speaking." Now we feel her anger.

When you show instead of tell, readers experience the story rather than hearing

about it. That's what makes writing truly vivid and memorable.
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