Explain Like I'm 10 II

Reading and Understanding Bar Charts
and Graphs

KS2 MATHS DATA HANDLING Ages 9-12 & 3 min read

What Are Bar Charts and Graphs?

Bar charts and graphs are pictures that show information using bars, lines, or dots
instead of just numbers. They make it much easier to spot patterns and compare
things quickly. Imagine trying to remember a long list of numbers—your brain would

struggle! But a visual picture? Your brain loves that.

Whenever scientists, teachers, or companies want to share information, they often use

charts and graphs because people understand them faster.

Understanding the Two Axes

Every bar chart has two lines that cross like a plus sign. The horizontal axis (the line
going left to right) usually shows categories—like different months, sports, or
colours. The vertical axis (the line going up and down) usually shows values—Ilike
how many, how tall, or how much.

Think of it like a treasure map: the horizontal line tells you which direction to walk,

and the vertical line tells you how far to walk that direction.

Reading the Data

To read a bar chart, look at where each bar reaches on the vertical axis. If the bar for
February reaches up to 15, that means there were 15 of whatever we're measuring.
Compare bars side by side to see which is tallest or shortest. This tells you what

changed, what stayed the same, and what's most or least popular.

Always read the title first—it tells you what the whole chart is about. Then check the

labels on both axes so you know what the numbers mean.

Line Graphs Tell a Story

Line graphs work differently. Instead of bars, they use dots connected by lines.

They're brilliant for showing how something changes over time—like temperature



through the seasons or how tall you grow each year.

Think of it like a mountain path: each dot is a stopping point, and the line shows you

the journey between them.

Top Tips for Chart Success

Always ask yourself: What is this showing? What's the biggest number? The smallest?
Has it gone up or down? Are there any surprises? Look for trends (patterns that keep
happening) and outliers (things that don't fit the pattern). These clues help you

understand what the data really means.

elil0.co.uk Free for educational use



