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What is Sculpture?

Sculpture is the art of making 3D objects that you can walk around and see from all

sides. Think of it as art you can touch (usually!). Sculptors create their work by

building things up or putting pieces together. A sculptor might use clay, stone, wood,

metal, plastic, or even recycled materials. The key idea is that they're adding things

to create their artwork.

Think of it like building with LEGO — you start with nothing and add pieces together

to make something bigger and more interesting.

What is Carving?

Carving is a special type of sculpture, but it works in the opposite way. Instead of

adding material, a carver removes material from a solid block. Carvers start with a

big piece of marble, wood, stone, or ice and carefully cut away the parts they don't

need. Famous sculptor Michelangelo carved many of his masterpieces, including the

statue of David, from single blocks of marble.

Think of it like sculpting a face out of a bar of soap — you start with a solid chunk

and carefully whittle away bits until your design appears.

The Main Differences

The biggest difference is the method. Sculptors add material together, while carvers

subtract material from a block. This means carvers need to plan very carefully — once

you chip away a piece of marble, you can't put it back! Sculptors have more freedom

to change their mind and add more material if they want.

Different materials work better for each method too. Clay and plastic are perfect for

sculpture because you can shape them easily. Stone, marble, and wood are better

for carving because they're already solid blocks that you can cut into.



Why Does It Matter?

Both methods create beautiful 3D art, but they require different skills and tools. A

carver needs a hammer, chisels, and lots of patience. A sculptor might use their

hands, clay tools, and glue. Understanding these differences helps us appreciate how

much work goes into creating the amazing sculptures we see in museums and public

spaces around the world.

eli10.co.uk Free for educational use


