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What's the Difference?

Formal English and informal English are two different ways of speaking and
writing. Think of them as different outfits you wear for different occasions. You
wouldn't wear pajamas to a job interview, and you wouldn't wear a tuxedo to play

football with friends. The same goes for language!

Formal English is careful, polite, and follows all the grammar rules strictly. You use
it when talking to people in authority, writing essays for school, or in professional
situations. Informal English is relaxed, friendly, and uses everyday language. You

use it when chatting with friends, texting, or having a casual conversation at home.

Think of it like: Formal English is like a restaurant where you eat with proper cutlery
and say "please" and "thank you." Informal English is like eating pizza with friends

where you chat naturally and relax.

Examples of Formal English

In formal English, you use complete sentences, proper punctuation, and
sophisticated vocabulary. You avoid contractions like "don't" or "can't" and write

them out fully: "do not" and "cannot."

A formal example: "I would like to enquire about your upcoming music lessons. Could

you please provide information about availability and fees?"

Examples of Informal English

Informal English is more relaxed. You can use contractions, shorter sentences, and
everyday words. You might even use slang or colloquialisms — expressions that are

popular in everyday speech.

An informal example: "Hey! When are your music lessons available? How much do
they cost?"



Why Does It Matter?

Understanding the difference helps you communicate better in different situations.
Using informal English in a job interview could make you seem unprofessional. Using

overly formal English with friends might make you seem unfriendly or strange!

Think of it like: A football player uses different techniques for different matches —
aggressive tactics for a tough opponent, but careful control when playing with

younger children. Language works the same way.

Both formal and informal English are valuable skills. The key is knowing which one
to use and when. As you grow older, you'll develop a "language sense" that helps you
switch between these styles naturally and confidently.
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