Explain Like I'm 10 .4

The English Civil War and How Britain
Changed Forever

KS3 Ages 11-14 & 3 minread

What Was the English Civil War?

Between 1642 and 1651, Britain experienced one of its most violent and dramatic
conflicts—the English Civil War. It wasn't a war against a foreign enemy, but a war
between people living in the same country. On one side was King Charles I and his
supporters, the Royalists. On the other side was Parliament and its supporters, the
Parliamentarians. Families were torn apart, and around 200,000 people died in

this terrible conflict.

Think of it like two captains of the same football team arguing so badly that they split

into two teams and played against each other instead of their real rivals.

Why Did It Happen?

The war started because King Charles I and Parliament disagreed about who had
power. The King believed he had the right to rule however he wanted because God
had chosen him. Parliament thought they should have a say in important decisions
and taxes. The two sides argued for years about money, religion, and power. When
Charles tried to take away Parliament's authority, things turned violent.

Religion was also a huge problem. Many politicians wanted to change how the Church
worked, but the King refused. People's strong beliefs about religion made everyone

even angrier.

Think of it like two friends who always disagree about the rules of their game—

eventually they stop playing together and become enemies instead.

What Changed Because of the War?

The Parliamentarians won the war, and King Charles was executed in 16490liver

Cromwell ruled the country without a king.

The most important change was that the war proved Parliament had power. After

the monarchy was restored in 1660, kings could never rule alone again. Parliament



had to agree on laws and taxes. This idea eventually led to modern democracy, where

ordinary people get a say in government through voting.

The English Civil War was a violent turning point. It taught Britain that nobody—not
even a king—could ignore the people's representatives. This lesson shaped how
Britain is governed today.
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