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What Was the Holocaust?

The Holocaust was the systematic murder of approximately six million Jewish

people by Nazi Germany during World War II (1939–1945). It was one of the

darkest chapters in human history—a carefully planned genocide that also claimed

millions of other victims, including Roma people, disabled individuals, political

prisoners, and others the Nazi regime deemed undesirable.

Under the leadership of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, the German government

spread propaganda blaming Jewish people for Germany's problems. This hatred

wasn't new, but the Nazis weaponised it on an unprecedented scale, turning prejudice

into state policy.

Think of it like: A school bully convincing everyone in the playground that one group

is responsible for all problems, then using that turned opinion to justify terrible

actions. Except at a national level, with catastrophic consequences.

How Did It Happen?

The Holocaust didn't happen overnight. It developed in stages, each more horrific

than the last. First, the Nazis passed discriminatory laws that stripped Jewish

people of their rights—they couldn't own businesses, attend schools, or hold jobs.

Jewish people were forced to wear yellow badges to identify themselves.

Next came ghettos—walled sections of cities where Jewish people were confined in

overcrowded, unsanitary conditions. Thousands died from starvation and disease.

Finally, the Nazis implemented what they called the 'Final Solution'—a plan to

exterminate all European Jewish people. They built concentration camps and death

camps like Auschwitz, where people were worked to death or murdered in gas

chambers. Families were separated, people lost everything, and millions perished.

Think of it like: A terrible plan that started small with unfair rules, grew into forced

separation, and ended in unimaginable tragedy—showing how hatred and prejudice



can spiral into catastrophe if nobody stops it.

Why Does It Matter Today?

The Holocaust reminds us of the dangers of hatred, prejudice, and staying silent when

injustice happens. It teaches us that ordinary people can be persuaded to do

extraordinary harm, and that standing up against bullying and discrimination is vital.

We study it to honour those who suffered and died, and to ensure such atrocities

never happen again.
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