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What Was the Industrial Revolution?

The Industrial Revolution started in Britain around 1760 and spread worldwide.
Instead of making things by hand at home, people began using machines in
factories to produce goods much faster and cheaper. This wasn't just about new
technology—it completely changed how people lived, worked, and thought about the
world.

Think of it like going from writing birthday invitations by hand to printing 100 copies

in seconds. The speed and scale were totally different.

How Did Machines Transform Work?

Before the Industrial Revolution, most people worked as craftspeople or farmers,
making things slowly and carefully. When steam engines and textile machines
arrived, everything changed. A single machine could do the work of dozens of people.

Factories grew massive, and millions of workers left their farms to work in cities.

Children as young as five worked in dangerous factories for 12 hours a day. There
were no safety rules, and injuries were common. Workers got paid very little money,

but factory owners became extremely wealthy.

Britain's Rise to Power

Britain became the world's first industrial powerhouse. British factories produced
cotton cloth, iron, and steel faster than anywhere else. The country exported these
goods globally, making Britain incredibly rich and powerful. This helped the British

Empire grow even larger.

Think of it like being the only kid in your class with a computer when everyone else

still uses pencils. You have a massive advantage.

How Did It Change Cities and Life?



Millions of people moved from countryside villages to crowded industrial cities like
Manchester and Birmingham. Cities grew so fast that housing was cramped, dirty,
and unhealthy. Pollution from factories turned the sky black with smoke. Disease

spread quickly through overcrowded slums.

But there were positive changes too. Better roads and railways connected the country.
New middle-class jobs appeared. Education and literacy improved. People could buy

cheaper clothes, tools, and household goods than ever before.

How Did It Change the World?

The Industrial Revolution didn't stay in Britain. It spread to Europe, America, and
eventually everywhere. Factories became the modern way of making things. This led
to globalization—countries became connected through trade. The world became

faster, noisier, and more connected.

Think of it like inventing the mobile phone. Once invented, it spread everywhere and

changed how everyone communicates.

The Industrial Revolution is why we live in cities, work in offices or factories, and buy
mass-produced goods today. It created our modern world—with both wonderful

opportunities and serious problems like inequality and pollution.
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