Explain Like I'm 10

The Magna Carta: When Kings Had to
Follow Rules

KS3 HISTORY Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

What Was the Magna Carta?

The Magna Carta was a very important document written in 1215 in England. It
was a list of rules that promised the king would treat people fairly and follow the law,
just like everyone else had to. Before the Magna Carta, kings had almost total power
—they could do whatever they wanted, take people's land, demand unfair taxes, and

there was nothing anyone could do to stop them.

King John of England was unpopular because he kept doing mean and unfair things.
He lost wars, demanded huge amounts of money from nobles and ordinary people,
and made decisions that angered almost everyone. In 1215, fed-up nobles forced him
to agree to the Magna Carta at a place called Runnymede. The document promised

certain freedoms and rights that the king had to respect.

Why Was It Important?

The Magna Carta was revolutionary because it introduced a powerful idea: no one is
above the law—not even the king. This meant the king couldn't just rule however he
wanted. He had to follow rules like everyone else. It promised that people couldn't be
punished without a fair trial, that taxes should be fair, and that the king couldn't take

land unfairly.

Think of it like a game where the person who makes the rules suddenly decides those
rules don't apply to them. Everyone gets upset! The Magna Carta was like saying, "No

—the rules apply to everyone, including the person in charge."

Even though King John later refused to honour it, the Magna Carta became a symbol
of justice and fairness. It influenced many other countries, including the United
States, which used its ideas when creating their own government. Today, the idea
that everyone—even leaders—must follow the law is called the rule of law, and it's

one of the most important ideas in modern democracy.

Its Legacy Today



The actual Magna Carta document is now kept safe in a museum, but its ideas are still
alive. It showed that people don't have to accept unfair treatment from their leaders
forever. It proved that even the most powerful person can be challenged if they're
being unjust, and it planted the seed for the idea of human rights and democracy
that we value today.
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