Explain Like I'm 10 %,

Triangles and Quadrilaterals: Counting
Sides

KS3 MATHS Ages 11-14 & 3 min read

What Makes a Triangle a Triangle?

A triangle is a shape with exactly three sides and exactly three angles. The word
"triangle" actually comes from two parts: "tri" meaning three, and "angle" meaning

corner. So a triangle is simply a shape with three corners!

Every triangle, no matter what it looks like, follows this rule. It could be tall and thin,
short and wide, or perfectly balanced — but it must have those three sides and three

angles to be called a triangle.

Think of it like a pizza slice! If you take one slice from a round pizza, you get a

triangle shape with three straight sides and three corners.

What Makes a Quadrilateral a Quadrilateral?

A quadrilateral is a shape with exactly four sides and exactly four angles. Like
“triangle," the word comes from Latin: "quad" means four, and "lateral"” means side.

So a quadrilateral is a four-sided shape!

There are many different types of quadrilaterals. Squares have four equal sides and
four right angles (90 degrees each). Rectangles have four right angles but only
opposite sides are equal. Parallelograms have opposite sides that are parallel to

each other. Even a diamond shape (called a rhombus) is a quadrilateral!

Think of it like a four-wheeled vehicle! A car, a truck, and a jeep all have four wheels,
but they look different. Similarly, squares, rectangles, and rhombuses are all

quadrilaterals — they all have four sides, but their shapes vary.

How to Tell Them Apart

The easiest way to identify whether a shape is a triangle or a quadrilateral is to count
the sides. If you can trace your finger along the outline and count exactly three
edges, it's a triangle. If you count four edges, it's a quadrilateral.



You can also count the angles (the corners where two sides meet). A shape with three
angles is always a triangle. A shape with four angles is always a quadrilateral. The

number of sides always equals the number of angles in these shapes!

Think of it like a building's footprint from above! A triangular building has three
corner points. A quadrilateral building has four corner points. Just count the corners,
and you'll know immediately which shape it is.

Understanding these basic shapes is the foundation for learning more complex
geometry. Once you know how to identify triangles and quadrilaterals, you can start
exploring how they fit together, how to measure their area and perimeter, and how
they appear in the world around you — from road signs to building designs!
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