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What Are Articles?

Articles are tiny words we use before nouns to help show whether something is
specific or general. In English, we use 'a', 'an', and 'the'. Spanish works the same way,
but the words are different, and they change depending on whether the noun is

masculine or feminine.

The Indefinite Article: 'Un’, 'Una’, 'Unos’, 'Unas'

The indefinite article means 'a' or 'an' in English. We use it when we're talking about
something general or any one thing, not a specific one. For example, 'I have a cat'

could mean any cat, not one particular cat.

In Spanish, the indefinite article changes based on gender (whether the noun is
masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural). Un gato means 'a cat'
(masculine singular), and una gata means 'a cat' (feminine singular). For plurals, use

unos gatos (some cats, masculine) or unas gatas (some cats, feminine).

Think of it like: Saying 'l want a pizza' doesn't tell someone which pizza you want—

any pizza will do. That's the indefinite article!

The Definite Article: 'El', 'La', 'Los’', 'Las'

The definite article means ‘'the' in English. We use it when we're talking about
something specific that both the speaker and listener know about. For example, 'The

cat is sleeping' refers to one particular cat.

Like the indefinite article, the definite article also changes based on gender and
number. El gato means 'the cat' (masculine singular), la gata means 'the cat'
(feminine singular), los gatos means 'the cats' (masculine plural), and las gatas

means 'the cats' (feminine plural).

Think of it like: Saying 'I want the pizza' tells someone which pizza—the specific one

you've already been talking about. That's the definite article!



Quick Comparison

Here's the easiest way to remember: use 'a/an' when you're introducing something
new or talking about any one thing. Use 'the' when you're talking about something
your listener already knows about or something specific. Practice using both in

sentences, and soon it will feel natural!
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