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What Makes a Complete Sentence?

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. But not all words
are created equal — different parts of a sentence have different jobs to do.

Understanding these parts helps us write and speak more clearly.

Every complete sentence needs at least two essential ingredients: a subject and a

verb. Without both, you don't have a proper sentence.

The Subject: Who or What?

The subject is the person, animal, thing, or idea that the sentence is about. It's who
or what is doing something, or what something is happening to. In the sentence "The

cat jumped onto the fence," the subject is "the cat."

Think of it like a story — the subject is the main character the story is about.

The Verb: The Action

The verb is the action word or the word that shows what the subject is doing, or what
state it's in. In our cat example, "jumped" is the verb. Verbs can be actions like run,

think, or eat, or they can show a state of being like "is" or "seems."

Think of it like the heartbeat of your sentence — without it, there's no life or

movement.

The Object: Who or What Receives the Action

Some sentences also have an object — this is the person or thing that receives the
action from the verb. In "The cat jumped onto the fence," the fence is the object
because that's what the cat jumped onto.

Modifiers: Adding Detail



Words like adjectives and adverbs are called modifiers because they modify, or
change, the meaning of other words. Adjectives describe nouns (like "fluffy cat" or

“tall building"), while adverbs describe verbs (like "quickly ran" or "very loudly").

Think of modifiers like seasoning in cooking — they don't change what the dish is, but

they make it more interesting.

Putting It All Together

When you understand how these parts work, you can build stronger, clearer
sentences. A good sentence flows naturally and gives your reader all the information
they need to understand your meaning. Practice spotting these parts in sentences you
read, and soon you'll be writing better sentences yourself!
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