Explain Like I'm 10 N

Use Better and More Interesting Words in
Your Writing
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Why Better Words Matter

When you're writing a story or an essay, the words you choose make a huge
difference. Interesting words help your reader understand exactly what you mean,
and they make your writing more fun to read. Imagine the difference between saying
"the dog was big" and "the dog was enormous." Both are correct, but enormous gives

a clearer picture!

Think of it like building with blocks. Using boring words is like using only grey blocks.
Using interesting words is like adding red blocks, blue blocks, and yellow blocks — it

makes everything look better!

How to Find Better Words

The best tool for finding interesting words is a thesaurus. A thesaurus is a book (or
website) that lists synonyms — words that mean almost the same thing but sound
different. For example, instead of "said," you could use whispered, shouted,
explained, or announced. Each one tells the reader something different about how

the words were spoken.

You can also think about adjectives — the words that describe nouns. Instead of
"happy," try delighted, cheerful, or joyful. Instead of "sad," try miserable, gloomy,

or disappointed. These words paint a clearer picture in the reader's mind.

Tips for Choosing Better Words

First, read your work out loud. Does it sound interesting? If you used the same word
lots of times, that's a clue to find a new word. Second, think about what you really
mean. Do you want to say someone was funny or hilarious? Funny is gentle; hilarious
is very, very funny. Third, don't use words that are too complicated just to sound
clever — your reader should understand what you wrote!



Think of it like choosing clothes. A boring grey jumper works fine, but adding a

colourful scarf makes it look much better. Better words are like that scarf!

Practice Makes Perfect

Start by choosing just one word in your writing and replacing it with something
better. As you practise, it will become easier and faster. Soon, you'll naturally pick
more interesting words without having to think about it. Your teacher and your

readers will definitely notice the difference!
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