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What Is a Computer Simulation?

A computer simulation is a digital copy of something real. It uses computer code
and mathematics to recreate how something works—without actually building or
testing the real thing. Think of it as a pretend version that behaves just like the real

version.

Think of it like a flight simulator: pilots practice flying an aeroplane in a computer
game before flying a real one. The simulator shows what happens when they move the

controls, but nobody is actually in the sky.

Simulations can model almost anything: weather patterns, car crashes, diseases
spreading through a population, or even the entire universe. Computer scientists feed
the simulation data (facts and numbers) about how things really work, and then the

computer does all the calculations incredibly fast.

Why Are Simulations Useful?

Safety is one huge reason. Doctors can practise surgery on a computer simulation
before operating on a real patient. Car manufacturers can crash virtual cars
thousands of times to find design problems, without destroying actual vehicles or

risking people's lives.

Cost matters too. Building and testing real things is expensive. A pharmaceutical
company might spend millions testing a new medicine in the real world, but a
simulation costs much less and saves time. NASA uses simulations to plan space

missions—it's far cheaper than launching real rockets to test every detail.

Think of it like homework: you work through practice problems before an exam. The

practice doesn't change your grade, but it shows you what the real exam will be like.

Simulations also let us predict the future. Climate scientists run simulations to
forecast what will happen to Earth's weather if pollution continues. Epidemiologists

simulate how diseases spread to help governments prepare for outbreaks.



The Limits of Simulations

Simulations are powerful, but they're only as good as the information we put into
them. If scientists don't understand how something really works, their simulation
won't be accurate. Real life is also messier and more complicated than any model—

but simulations give us a brilliant head start.
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