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What Is a Ratio?

A ratio is a way of comparing two or more quantities. It tells you how much of one

thing there is compared to another. When we write 3:2, we're saying "for every 3 of

the first thing, there are 2 of the second thing."

Ratios are super useful because they help us understand proportions and

relationships. They're used in cooking, art, sports, building, and even video games!

Think of it like a fruit smoothie recipe: if the ratio of strawberries to bananas is 3:2,

that means for every 3 strawberries you use, you need 2 bananas. If you doubled it,

you'd use 6 strawberries and 4 bananas—the ratio stays the same.

Understanding the Numbers

In the ratio 3:2, the first number represents one quantity and the second number

represents another. The order matters! 3:2 is different from 2:3 because it tells a

different story.

The actual amounts could be anything. 3:2 could mean 3 apples and 2 oranges, or 30

millilitres of water and 20 millilitres of juice, or even 300 students and 200 teachers.

What matters is the relationship between them, not the real numbers.

Real-World Examples

Imagine a football team has a ratio of 3:2 for players in attacking positions compared

to defending positions. If there are 9 attackers, there would be 6 defenders (because

9 is three times 3, so 6 is three times 2).

A painting might have a ratio of 3:2 for its width to height. This is actually very close

to the famous golden ratio that artists and architects love using because it looks

balanced to our eyes.

Think of it like mixing paint: if you want a certain shade and the ratio is 3:2 blue to

yellow, you could use 3 drops of blue and 2 drops of yellow, or 300 millilitres of blue

and 200 millilitres of yellow—you'll get exactly the same colour either way.



Why Ratios Matter

Ratios help us scale things up or down while keeping the same proportion. Whether

you're designing a building, following a recipe, or working out sports statistics, ratios

make it easy to keep things in balance. They're one of the most important ideas in

mathematics because they appear everywhere in the real world.
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