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What Loud and Soft Mean in Music
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What Are Dynamics?

When sheet music tells you to play loud or soft, it's using something called
dynamics. Dynamics are instructions that tell musicians how forcefully or gently to
play their instrument. They're one of the most important ways musicians create

emotion and keep songs interesting.

Think of dynamics like the volume control on a speaker, but it's much more than just
turning the knob up or down. When a musician plays dynamically, they're changing

how much energy and power goes into each note.

Think of it like speaking: you can whisper a secret (soft), speak normally (medium), or

shout with excitement (loud). Same words, completely different feeling.

The Musical Words for Loud and Soft

Musicians use Italian words to show dynamics because music is an international

language. The most common ones are:

Forte (pronounced FOR-tay) means play loud. It's written as a 'f' on sheet music.

Fortissimo means play very loud, written as 'ff".

Piano (pronounced pee-AH-no) means play soft. It's written as a 'p' on sheet music.

Pianissimo means play very soft, written as 'pp'.

In the middle, mezzo-forte (meh-tso FOR-tay) means medium-loud, and mezzo-

piano means medium-soft.

Think of it like a video game: pp is sneaking past an enemy (barely a sound), p is
walking quietly, mf is normal walking, f is running, and ff is sprinting as fast as you

can.

Why Dynamics Matter

Dynamics help musicians tell a story with their music. A sad section might be played

very soft to feel gentle and lonely. An exciting part might be loud and powerful to



make your heart race. Without dynamics, all music would sound flat and boring—Ilike

someone speaking in the same boring voice the whole time.

Professional musicians spend years learning to control their dynamics so they can
make the same piece of music sound completely different depending on what emotion
they want to share.

Gradual Changes

Sometimes music doesn't just jump from soft to loud. Musicians use special words for
gradual changes too. Crescendo (kruh-SHEN-doh) means gradually get louder.
Diminuendo (dim-in-oo-EN-doh) means gradually get softer. These create suspense

and drama in music.

Think of it like a rocket: crescendo is the engines getting louder and louder as it takes

off, while diminuendo is the sound fading away as it disappears into space.

elil0.co.uk Free for educational use



