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What Does Noun Gender Mean?

In English, we don't usually think about words having a gender. But in French, every
single noun is either masculine or feminine. This doesn't mean the thing itself is

male or female - it's just a grammatical label that French applies to all nouns.

For example, 'la table' (the table) is feminine and 'le crayon' (the pencil) is
masculine. Neither a table nor a pencil actually has a gender, but the French

language treats them as if they do!

Think of it like the way we sort things into categories like 'food' or 'toys'. Gender is

just another category that French uses to organize words.

Why Do French Nouns Have Gender?

Language historians aren't completely sure why French and many other Romance
languages developed this system. It likely evolved over hundreds of years from
Latin, which also had grammatical gender. When Latin changed into French, Spanish,
Italian and Portuguese, the gender system stayed. It's simply how the language
developed - like how English dropped grammatical gender over time while French
kept it.

How Gender Affects Other Words

Here's where it gets interesting: noun gender doesn't just affect the noun itself. It
changes the words around it too! In French, articles (like 'the'), adjectives
(describing words), and sometimes pronouns (replacement words) all have to match

the gender of the noun.

Think of it like a dress code at a party - if the noun 'wears' masculine, all the words

describing or introducing it have to wear masculine too!

For example: 'un grand crayon' (a big pencil - masculine) versus 'une grande
table' (a big table - feminine). Notice how 'un' changes to 'une', and 'grand' changes



to 'grande'? They're agreeing with the noun's gender.

Learning to Recognize Gender

Most French nouns ending in -e are feminine, while those ending in -0, -at, or -ment
tend to be masculine. However, there are plenty of exceptions! This is why learners

must learn the article with each noun - 'la' or 'le' tells you the gender immediately.

Understanding gender helps you speak and write correctly because all the words in a
sentence must work together in harmony.
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