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What Is a Password?

A password is like a secret code that only you know. It protects your online accounts
— things like your email, school portal, gaming accounts, or social media. When you
log in, you type your password to prove that you're really you, not someone

pretending to be you.

Why Keep It Private?

If someone else learns your password, they can pretend to be you online. They could
read your private messages, change your settings, delete your photos, or even use
your account to contact your friends. This is called identity theft or account

hijacking.

Think of it like your diary with a lock and key. If you give your key to someone, they
can read all your private thoughts. Your password works the same way — it's the only

thing protecting your digital privacy.

What Can Hackers Do?

People called hackers try to guess or steal passwords. Once they have yours, they

might:

¢ Steal your personal information — like your address or school name

e Scam your friends — by sending messages asking them for money or information
e Damage your reputation — by posting mean things as if you wrote them

¢ Access important accounts — like banking or school systems

Think of it like someone stealing your house key. Once they have it, they can enter
whenever they want. Your password is the same — it's the key that opens your digital

home.



How to Keep Your Password Safe

Make your password strong by using a mix of capital letters, numbers, and symbols.
Never share it with friends — not even your best friend. Don't write it down where
others can see it. Use different passwords for different accounts, so if one gets stolen,

the others stay safe.

Two-factor authentication adds an extra layer of protection. It asks you to prove
who you are in two ways, not just with your password. For example, you might need

your password plus a code sent to your phone.

Why It Matters Now

More of your life happens online every day. Your password protects your digital
identity — the online version of you. Keeping it private shows you understand how to

stay safe online and take responsibility for your own security.
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