Explain Like I'm 10 %

Why People Choose Cities Over the
Countryside

KS3 Ages 11-14 & 3 minread

What's the Difference?

The countryside is quiet, green, and spacious—perfect for farming and nature.
Cities are busy, crowded places packed with buildings, people, shops, and services.
But why do over half the world's population now live in cities? The answer comes

down to jobs, money, and opportunities.

Jobs and Money

The biggest reason people move to cities is to find work. Cities have thousands of
different employers—hospitals, offices, shops, restaurants, and factories. In the
countryside, there are far fewer jobs available. Most rural jobs are in farming,
forestry, or tourism, which don't suit everyone. Cities offer higher wages too. This

means city workers can earn more money to support their families.

Think of it like a job fair: a countryside village might have a handful of employer
stalls, but a city has hundreds. Your chances of finding work you actually like are

much better when there are more options!

Services and Amenities

Cities have amazing facilities that countryside villages simply can't support. These
include hospitals, universities, libraries, sports centres, cinemas, restaurants, and
museums. If you get ill in the countryside, the nearest hospital might be an hour away.
In a city, one is usually just 15 minutes travel. Better schools with more subjects

and resources are easier to access too.

Better Transport and Connections

Public transport—buses, trains, and underground systems—makes it easy to get
around cities without a car. Trains connect cities to other places quickly. Countryside
areas have fewer buses and trains, so you almost always need a car. Cars are

expensive to buy and run.



Think of it like a spider's web: in a city, all the transport routes connect like sticky

threads. In the countryside, the threads are few and far between.

Social Life and Entertainment

Cities offer endless entertainment and social opportunities. Young people especially
enjoy nightlife, live music, sports events, and shopping. Making friends is often easier
in cities because there are more people and more activities. This makes city life

exciting and fun.

The Bottom Line

People move to cities for better jobs, higher pay, excellent services, and more
fun. However, city life comes with challenges: higher living costs, pollution, and
crowding. The countryside offers peace and nature but fewer opportunities. For most
people, the advantages of cities win out.
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