Explain Like I'm 10 m

Why We Have Laws and How Courts Work

KS3 Ages 11-14 & 3 minread

Why Do We Need Laws?

Imagine if there were no rules at school—everyone could push in at lunch, nobody
would finish their work, and chaos would break out. Laws are like school rules but for
the whole country. They protect us, keep us safe, and make sure everyone is treated

fairly.

Laws exist because we live together in communities. Without them, stronger or
meaner people could hurt others, steal things, or cause trouble. Laws say "these
actions are wrong" and explain what happens if you break them. They also protect

important things like our safety, property, and freedom.

Think of it like a football game. Without rules, it would be a mess—people could grab
the ball any time or tackle whoever they wanted. Rules make the game fair and fun

for everyone. Laws do the same for society.

How Is the Court System Organized?

The court system is where disagreements get solved and people accused of breaking
the law go to trial. Different types of courts handle different problems. Magistrates'
courts deal with smaller crimes like shoplifting or minor assaults. Crown courts

handle serious crimes like robbery or violence.

When someone is accused of a crime, they get a trial. A judge oversees the case,
makes sure everything is fair, and explains the law. In serious cases, a jury—a group
of ordinary people from the community—Ilistens to evidence and decides if the person
is guilty or not guilty. Both the person accused and the person bringing the case (the

prosecution) get to present their side.

Think of it like a debate in class. The judge is like your teacher keeping things fair.
The jury is like your classmates listening to both sides and voting on who has the

better argument.

What Happens After a Trial?



If someone is found guilty, the judge decides the punishment. This might be a fine
(money), community service, or prison time depending on how serious the crime was.

If someone is found not guilty, they are free to go.

The court system also settles disagreements between people—like arguments over
money or property. These happen in civil courts. The goal is to be fair, protect
people's rights, and make sure everyone follows the same rules. This is why we trust

the courts to keep our society working.
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