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What Are Endangered Species?

An endangered species is an animal or plant that is at serious risk of dying out

completely. When a species becomes extinct, it means there are no individuals left

alive anywhere on Earth. Once a species goes extinct, it is gone forever. Right now,

thousands of species around the world are endangered, including pandas, mountain

gorillas, sea turtles, and polar bears.

Why Do Species Become Endangered?

Species become endangered for several reasons. Habitat loss is the biggest threat –

when forests are cut down or wetlands are drained, animals lose their homes.

Pollution poisons the air, water, and soil that creatures depend on. Climate change

is warming the planet, making it harder for some animals to survive. Hunting and

overfishing can reduce populations so much that species struggle to recover.

Sometimes, diseases also wipe out large numbers of animals.

Think of it like a school losing more and more students every year. Eventually, if

nobody joins and everyone leaves, the school closes down forever.

The Ecosystem Connection

Every species plays a role in nature's complicated web called the ecosystem. When

one species disappears, it affects many others. For example, if bees went extinct,

plants wouldn't get pollinated and wouldn't make seeds or fruit. Animals that eat

those plants would starve. Humans would also suffer because we depend on bees to

help grow our food.

Think of it like removing one piece from a house of cards – the whole structure

becomes wobbly and might collapse.

Why Humans Need Endangered Species

Protecting endangered species isn't just about being kind to animals – it's about

protecting ourselves. Many medicines come from plants and animals found only in



nature. If we let species go extinct, we might lose cures for diseases we haven't even

discovered yet. Wild animals also provide tourism income for countries, create jobs,

and give people reasons to explore and appreciate nature.

What Can We Do?

We can help by supporting conservation efforts, which means protecting and

restoring nature. This includes creating nature reserves, stopping illegal hunting,

reducing pollution, and tackling climate change. Governments, charities, and ordinary

people all have a role to play. Even small actions like reducing plastic use or

supporting sustainable businesses help protect endangered species and keep our

planet healthy for future generations.
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