Explain Like I'm 10 ,Z

Writing for Different Readers: A Practical
Guide

KS4 ENGLISH LANGUAGE WRITING SKILLS Ages 11-16 & 4 min read

Why Your Reader Matters

When you write something, you're not just putting words on a page—you're trying to
communicate with a real person. That person might be a 5-year-old, a 10-year-old,
or an adult. The better you match your writing to your reader, the more likely they'll

understand and enjoy what you've written.

Think of writing like adjusting the volume on a speaker. You don't turn it up to full
blast if someone is right next to you, and you don't whisper if someone is far away.

You adjust based on your audience.

Think of it like: cooking a meal for different people. You might give a toddler soft
finger foods, a teenager a full meal, and a bodybuilder extra protein. The food is still

food, but you change how you serve it.

Writing for Younger Children

When writing for children aged 5-8, you need to use simple, familiar words. Short
sentences work best—aim for 8-12 words maximum. Younger children have shorter

attention spans, so breaking your text into small chunks helps them stay interested.

Use concrete language—describe things they can picture or touch. Say "the ball
bounced like a jumping frog" rather than "the kinetic energy was transferred
upward." Include fun words, sounds, and repetition. Pictures and colours really help

too.

Avoid abstract ideas that require life experience. Don't assume they know about
taxes, love, or complicated emotions. Stick to their world: school, family, toys, food,

animals.

Writing for Adults

Adult readers want accuracy and efficiency. They can handle longer sentences (up

to 20-30 words) and more complex vocabulary. They appreciate your using



technical terms properly, and they expect you to get to the point quickly.

Adults also understand abstract ideas—you can discuss history, psychology,
economics, and philosophy without explaining every concept from scratch. They

expect evidence and logical structure.

Think of it like: talking to your teacher versus talking to your best friend. Your teacher
expects formal language and clear structure. Your friend lets you jump around and
use slang.

Writing for Teenagers

Teenagers sit in the middle. They're ready for more complex vocabulary than younger
children, but they still appreciate clarity. They like writing that respects their
intelligence but doesn't sound boring or overly formal. Humour works well, and

they're developing abstract thinking, so you can explore more complex ideas.

Key Changes to Make

Vocabulary: Simpler for children, more technical for adults. Sentence length:
Shorter for children, longer for adults. Structure: More visual breaks for children;
denser paragraphs for adults. Examples: Familiar and everyday for children; varied
and complex for adults. Tone: Playful and encouraging for children; confident and

direct for adults.
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